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minaret; it is repeated in every formal prayer; it is inscribed
on banners and door-posts; it is used for the comfort of the
dying. This confession must be made aloud by every con-
vert. Indeed, it is said that the idle repetition of the words
by a Christian, in the presence of ignorant Moslems, may
put him in danger of an enforced circumcision. Unequiv-
ocal adhesion is thus constantly testified by the Moslem to
the doctrine of one God. We can have no real notion, how-
ever, of the qualities which he attributes to this one God
without a study of the Koran. This reveals a conception
of Allah similar, in many respects, to the conception of Je-
hovah, held by the Israelites of the great prophetic period,
but also with differences covering matters of vital impor-
tance. For both, God, the Creator of all things, is omni-
present, omnipotent, jealous of worship due to him, venge-
ful on wrong-doers, gracious and compassionate to those
who fear him. There is little in the following descriptions
of the Koran that might not have been uttered by a Hebrew
prophet:
" He is God than whom there is no God, who knows the un-
seen and the visible. He is the merciful and compassionate!
He is God than whom there is no God, the King, the Holy,
the Peucegiver, the Faithful, the Protector, the Mighty,
the Repairer, the Great!—He is God, the Creator, the
Maker, the Fashioner; His are the excellent names! His
praises whatever are in the heavens and in the earth do
celebrate; for God is the mighty, the wise!" * "God, there
is no God but he, the living, the self-subsistent. Slumber
takes him not, nor sleep. His is what is in the heavens, and
what is in the earth.. Who is it that intercedes with him
save by his permission ? He knows what is before, and what
is behind them, and they comprehend naught of his knowl-
edge, but of what he pleases. His throne extends over the
heavens and the earth, and it tires him not to guard them
both, for he is high and grand/'2
The important difference between the Jewish idea of God
1 Surah LIX, 22-24.
a II, 256. This Is the celebrated " Verse of the Throne/7 found often
inscribed on mosques.

